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LISA VALTENBERGS
Winemaker

Stonestreet Winemaker Lisa Valtenbergs has always had a sensitive nose – an attribute that 
inspired a family friend to declare she should put her vigilant nose to good use making perfume 
or wine. It proved to be shrewd advice. As a native to Sonoma County, Lisa was inspired by the 
region’s agricultural traditions and naturally gravitated towards winemaking. Not surprisingly, her 
uncanny ability to detect and identify myriad aromas has been a tremendous asset as a winemaker. 

Lisa bolstered her keen sensory awareness with hands-on experience and a solid education. 
She earned a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture Business with a minor in Viticulture from the 
California Polytechnic University in San Luis Obispo in 2001. Before graduating Cal Poly, Lisa 
spent a semester abroad studying international wine marketing at the University of Adelaide in 
South Australia and worked harvest at Tolosa Winery in Paso Robles. It was in South Australia that 
Lisa sealed her fate after an unforgettable moment featuring a bottle of 1979 Penfold’s Grange.  

In 2002, Lisa joined Jackson Family Wines as an executive assistant in international sales. 
While she enjoyed the business side of wine, she missed the hands-on excitement of working in 
wine production. In 2003 she left to become a lab technician for Valley of the Moon Winery in 
Sonoma Valley.  

A year later, Lisa returned to Jackson Family Wines as production enologist and in 2006, she was 
promoted to assistant winemaker. Lisa joined the winemaking team at Stonestreet in 2008, drawn 
to the opportunity to craft artisan Bordeaux and Chardonnay wines from one of the most spectac-
ular mountain estate vineyards anywhere in the world. Lisa was named Stonestreet winemaker in 
2014. 

The rugged slopes of Stonestreet’s Alexander Mountain Estate and its myriad single vineyard sites 
are a natural �t for Lisa. The mountain’s largely unplanted natural habitat protects the immense 
biodiversity of �ora, fauna and wildlife, feeding Lisa’s immense passion for the outdoors. She is 
deeply grounded in the mountain’s varied terrain and microclimates and attuned to the rigors of 
a highly observational farming approach required to coax the highest quality fruit from each 
vineyard block. Lisa’s expert hand with the wines in the cellar combined with an understanding 
of high altitude winegrowing allows the precise expression of the mountain’s character to emerge 
in each of wines.

When Lisa is not scaling mountain vineyards, she can be found cooking, exploring farmers’ 
markets and playing outdoors with her family with excursions in mountain biking, hiking, 
snowboarding and swimming. 


