
CALIFORNIA PINOT, WHITE BURGUNDY AND MORE 
UP TO 96 POINTS: Watch out for these new releases of 
2017 Pinot Noir from Sonoma and Monterey counties, fea-
turing bottlings from prized producers and vineyards; the 
scores are high and the prices fair, all $90 or less. Several 
white Burgundy grands crus will delight collectors, and top 
reds and whites from Germany will provide years of drinking 
pleasure. Plus, gems from Spain are structured and harmo-
nious, including a 95-point Rioja for just $32. Turn to page 4 

for the six Hot Wines.
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CALIFORNIA 
Pinot Noir
LYNMAR
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Kanzler Vineyard 2017
94 points | $82 | 300 cases made | Red

Pure and precise, with finely meshed flavors of red plum, raspberry tart and 
macerated cherry, fastened to an ironclad structure. The long, minerally 
finish displays savory touches. Drink now through 2024.—K.M.

ROAR
Pinot Noir Santa Lucia Highlands Sierra Mar Vineyard 2017
94 points | $58 | 686 cases made | Red

Rich and plush, revealing a sinewy power to the dried cherry, macerated 
plum and red currant flavors. Luxuriantly spiced, with a long, creamy finish 
of cardamom, dried ginger and chocolate hints. Well-crafted and elegantly 
styled. Drink now through 2025.—K.M.

ROCHIOLI
Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Little Hill 2017
94 points | $86 | 441 cases made | Red

Pure and minerally, with concentrated cherry, plum and raspberry flavors 
that are supported by fresh acidity and medium-grained tannins. Floral and 
violet notes show on the long, delicate finish, revealing hints of cedar and 
sandalwood. Drink now through 2025.—K.M.

THREE STICKS
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Price Family Estates 2017
94 points | $65 | 865 cases made | Red

Luxurious flavors of blueberry, kirsch and dark cherry glide across the palate, 
with an enveloping creamy texture. Dark chocolate, spice and mocha details 
show on the fresh, juicy finish. Drink now through 2025.—K.M.

FAILLA
Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Keefer Ranch 2017
93 points | $52 | 1,179 cases made | Red

Plush, featuring creamy notes that accent the concentrated cherry tart, dark 
plum and currant flavors, taking on a pastrylike richness. Sandalwood and 
spice details linger on the finish, with chocolate hints. Drink now through 
2023.—K.M.

HANZELL
Pinot Noir Sonoma Valley Sebella 2017
93 points | $45 | 1,561 cases made | Red

Delicate and fine-edged, with rose petal and forest floor notes to the savory 
flavors of dried red fruit and spice. Crushed stone and minerally details show 
on the finish. Drink now through 2023.—K.M.

PAUL HOBBS
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast Goldrock Estate 2017
93 points | $75 | 1,519 cases made | Red

Ripe and intense, with broad-brushed flavors of dark plum, blackberry and 
cherry tart that are lathered in exotic spiciness. Mocha and dark chocolate 
details show on the plush, creamy finish. Drink now through 2024.—K.M.
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DOMAINE CLOS DE LA CHAPELLE
Corton-Charlemagne 2016
94 points | $162 | 25 cases imported | White

An intense style, this is laced with apple, lemon and oak spice flavors and a 
hint of coffee. Tight and austere, with plenty of concentration, featuring a 
fine structure and long, mineral-tinged finish. Just needs some time to 
absorb the oak detail. Best from 2021 through 2032.—B.S.

VINCENT GIRARDIN
Corton-Charlemagne 2016
94 points | $239 | 200 cases imported | White

A powerful yet reserved white, exhibiting spice-tinged peach, apple and 
lemon flavors, with a stony undertow. The vibrant structure keeps this 
focused, while the finish is long, evoking peach, mineral and spice notes. 
Mouthwatering. Best from 2021 through 2030.—B.S.

THIERRY & PASCALE MATROT
Meursault Charmes 2017
94 points | $113 | 150 cases imported | White

Butterscotch candy notes meet fresh peach flavors in this tangy white. 
Details of apple, baking spices and Key lime pie add depth. Finishes long, 
with brisk acidity and a chalky feel. Best from 2021 through 2030.—B.S.

JOSEPH DROUHIN
Beaune White Clos des Mouches 2017
93 points | $195 | 250 cases imported | White

Verging on creamy in texture, this white offers floral, peach, butterscotch 
and citrus flavors. Balanced and elegant, picking up a mineral element on 
the lingering aftertaste. Shows fine intensity and harmony. Drink now 
through 2027.—B.S.

JOSEPH DROUHIN
Meursault 2017
93 points | $75 | 600 cases imported | White

Fresh and elegant, this white delivers peach, lemon cake, floral and spice 
aromas and flavors. Harmonious and ready to enjoy, but should develop well. 
Drink now through 2025.—B.S.

GERMANY
RUDOLF FÜRST
Spätburgunder Franken Schlossberg GG 2016
94 points | $120 | 12 cases imported | Red

A profound red, with great complexity, offering hibiscus and fresh cherry 
aromas and flavors that pick up spice and rose petal accents. Elegant and 
refined, with a delicate profile, displaying harmony and a long, sandalwood 
aftertaste. Best from 2020 through 2030.—A.Z.

HAART
Riesling Mosel Ohligsberger GG 2017
94 points | $44 | 12 cases imported | White

Aromas of dried mint and sage emerge from the glass, while dragon fruit, 
guava and lemongrass notes take over on the palate. This is vibrant and 
elegant, bursting with flavor, but still finding balance. All the elements 
promise to develop nicely, as this is built for the long haul. Best from 2021 
through 2031.—A.Z.

KOSTA BROWNE
Pinot Noir Santa Lucia Highlands 2017
93 points | $72 | 2,400 cases made | Red

Well-structured, featuring a vibrant blend of precise dried cherry and 
raspberry flavors, supported by crunchy acidity. Offers sandalwood notes 
midpalate, with a long, rich, well-spiced finish. Drink now through 
2023.—K.M.

LAZY CREEK
Pinot Noir Anderson Valley Middleridge Ranch 2016
93 points | $50 | 443 cases made | Red

Lithe and elegant, with fine-textured flavors of crushed red fruit, spice and 
mineral that glide across the palate. Violet and mineral details extend into 
the long, vibrant finish. Drink now through 2024.—K.M.

MARTINELLI
Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Zio Tony Ranch  
Vineyard 2017
93 points | $68 | 592 cases made | Red

Rich and creamy, this voluptuous style is filled with dried blueberry and dark 
cherry flavors that offer plenty of brambly accents. Chocolate and Asian 
spice notes show on the finish. Drink now through 2023.—K.M.

ROAR
Pinot Noir Santa Lucia Highlands Garys’ Vineyard 2017
93 points | $62 | 756 cases made | Red

Refined and precise, with good cut to the dried red currant and raspberry 
flavors, backed by firm acidity and silky tannins. Savory and underbrush 
notes emerge on the powerful finish. Drink now through 2024.—K.M.

ROCHIOLI
Pinot Noir Russian River Valley River Block 2017
93 points | $90 | 254 cases made | Red

Shows intense minerality to the flavors of dried rose petal, raspberry, cherry 
and red plum that are focused and fresh-tasting. Dried meat and forest floor 
notes emerge midpalate, with a glistening finish that is well-spiced. Drink 
now through 2024.—K.M.

THREE STICKS
Pinot Noir Russian River Valley 2017
93 points | $65 | 378 cases made | Red

Suave, with fresh, crunchy red fruit and spice flavors that feature silky 
undercurrents. Creamy midpalate, delivering a finish that lingers with rich 
Asian spice and floral accents. Drink now through 2025.—K.M.

FRANCE 
White Burgundy
BOUCHARD PÈRE & FILS
Corton-Charlemagne Domaine 2017
94 points | $220 | 175 cases imported | White

Concentrated, with a solid structure keeping this sleek and long. Lemon, 
apple, vanilla and pastry spice notes ply the dense texture, buoyed by vivid 
acidity. Balanced, with a long aftertaste echoing the fruit and spice flavors, 
retaining a chalky feel. Best from 2021 through 2029.—B.S.
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